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Access to education for all children 

Children and young people in Lebanon are bearing 

a substantial share of the load generated by the 

region's violent conflicts. Almost 500,000 child ref-

ugees and countless disadvantaged Lebanese 

children are in urgent need of access to education. 

To ensure they do not turn into a lost generation 

without any prospects, KfW is supporting the na-

tional education programme “Reaching All Chil-

dren with Education” (RACE) set up by the Leba-

nese Ministry of Education. It aims to integrate as 

many children of compulsory school age as possi-

ble into the regular Lebanese school system. 

Current situation 

In Lebanon, up to 1.5 million refugees live side-by-side 

with a population of just 4.5 million, and almost half of 

these refugees are children. According to estimates, 

almost half of them were unable to attend lessons in 

recent years, while many of them have never even 

been to school. Prospects for Lebanese children and 

young people are also often gloomy: the number of 

children leaving school early is high and youth unem-

ployment is over 35%. 

Since 2013, the Lebanese government has been work-

ing hard to ensure all children between the age of 3 and 

18 are able to attend lessons in regular Lebanese 

schools. Despite its efforts, over 155,000 children of 

compulsory school age did not take part in formal edu-

cation in the 2015/2016 school year for a variety of 

reasons. Many parents did not send their children to 

school for economic reasons: children and young peo-

ple often have to contribute to the family's income and 

therefore work instead of attending lessons. Another 

obstacle is a lack of foreign language skills: Lebanese 

schools teach maths and science in English or French. 

Furthermore, children in the first year are required to 

have basic knowledge of the alphabet and numbers. 

Many children simply do not possess this preliminary 

knowledge. Long and unsafe routes to school combined 

with a lack of transport options kept many children away 

from school in the past, particularly girls. 

Lastly, some children are struggling with psychological 

stress, posing an additional challenge for teachers, and 

often making it hard for the children to take part in les-

sons. 
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Project approach

To prevent a lost generation of children and young peo-

ple from growing up without any future prospects, KfW 

Development Bank has been working on behalf of the 

German Federal Government to support the national 

education programme “Reaching All Children with Edu-

cation” (RACE) since 2014, providing around EUR 190 

million to date. This strategy was developed by the 

Lebanese Ministry of Education in conjunction with in-

ternational organisations to make long-term improve-

ments to the public education system beyond the crisis. 

The aim is to provide access to good, formal education 

to as many children of compulsory school age as possi-

ble – regardless of their nationality. To overcome this 

challenge, public schools have been offering lessons in 

two shifts – mornings and afternoons – for the past few 

years. Another important part of the programme are 

measures like the renovation of school buildings or the 

creation and distribution of teaching materials. The 

RACE programme also funds school fees as a family's 

lack of finances should not be an obstacle to their chil-

dren's school attendance.  

To be precise, German promotional funds in the current 

project phase (RACE II) are being used to finance en-

rolment in afternoon school shifts and also provide safe 

transport to and from school. Measures are also re-

quired in the area of child protection and are being 

promoted to help affected children and young people 

overcome their traumatic experiences. Full-day and 

age-appropriate psycho-social support options are be-

ing set up in schools and host communities. 

Prospects in the field of vocational education are being 

created especially for young people. For instance, they 

are able to attend regular courses to qualify for tech-

nical careers and basic skills courses for managing 

small businesses. Young people who were unable to 

access formal education in the past are prepared for the 

labour market by receiving lessons in maths, spelling 

and foreign languages. In conflict zones or areas with 

heightened security situations, training courses are 

being offered on the subject of conflict management 

and personal skills. Here, for example, sport activities 

are offered, or young people are getting the chance to 

train as coaches. 

Impact 

In the 2016/2017 school year, around 45,000 additional 

children had access to regular afternoon lessons and 

safe transport to school was ensured for 9,000 children. 

A total of 55,000 children and young adults received 

psycho-social support while over 8,000 were able to 

benefit from courses in the field of vocational training. 

By providing access and improving the regular Leba-

nese education system, the aim is to generate long-

term future prospects and enable disadvantaged chil-

dren and young people to take part in society.  
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