
Haiyan destroyed roads, bridges and public buildings

too. Manyschools, hospitals, markets and bus stations

also were affected. This is why the German federal

government agreed with the Philippines to support the

affected communities in re-

building their wrecked infrastructure.

Projectapproach

The inhabitants of the central group of Visayan Islands

are particularly badly affected. They had to empty their

villages and towns of debris, build emergencyshelters

for those who were homeless, get hospitals and

Context

Typhoons are nothing out of the ordinary on the Philip-

pines, theysweep across the archipelago's 7,000 is-

lands at great speed roughly 20 times a year, bringing

extreme rainfall. But 8 November 2013 was different.

On this day, Typhoon Haiyan crashed through the cen-

tral group of Visayan Islands at speeds of up to 315

kilometres an hour, leaving behind a trail of destruction

60 kilometres wide.What is worse, with unusuallypow-

erful tidal waves six metres high, Haiyan swept over

coastal strips on the islands of Leyte and Samar, bury-

ing towns and villages underneath. The destruction

resembled that of a tsunami.

Approximately6,000 people died, and roughlyfour mil-

lion people were forced to leave their homes. Since

Haiyan crushed countless fishing boats and destroyed

millions of coconut trees, the population was deprived

of its two main sources of income. This is damage that

has a long-term impact: it takes at least five years

before newly planted coconuttrees can be harvested

for the first time.
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Reconstruction aid after Typhoon Haiyan

In November 2013, Typhoon Haiyan caused ex-

tensive destruction to villages and towns on the Vi-

sayan Islands in the Philippines. The conse-

quences were devastating: from one day to the

next, four million people were left without a roof

over their heads and their only sources of income.

Fishing and the cultivation of coconut trees were

also severely affected. KfW is supporting the peo-

ple with the rapid construction of storm-proof

roads, hospitals, schools and harbours.
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local situation. The LBP is also involved itself in devel-

oping and expanding communal infrastructure bymak-

ing its own funds available in the form of loans. Munici-

palities apply to LBP for grants to finance their projects.

To obtain a grant they have to come up with at least 20

percent of the required sum themselves. An experi-

enced KfW consultant is on hand to help with planning

andsubsequentapplications.

Impact

Flood- and typhoon-resistant fishing ports, communal,

school and healthcare institutions, roads and bridges,

sewer systems and flood protection measures as well

as water supply systems are being built using KfW fun-

ding on the Visayan Islands which were very severely

affected byTyphoon Haiyan. The construction projects

stimulate the regional economyand therefore boost the

incomes of the local population. Thus the programme is

not only helping towns and villages to be better pre-

pared for surviving future typhoons, it is also reducing

localpoverty.

The decision of the German federal government to pro-

vide the funds not as loans but as grants is helping the

communities that suffered particularlysevere damage

to rebuild at least part of their infrastructure. The com-

munities decide themselves what they want to build.

Infrastructure like bus stations needs to be repaired after the typhoon.
Source: KfW / Dr. Christoph Sigrist.

schools up and running again as well as restore the

water supply. Everything had to be done quickly, and

the solutions were generally temporary. Teachers

were teaching their pupils in schools with patched- up

roofs made from plastic sheeting.

Doctors were working in the hospitals with the equip-

ment that still functioned properly, while traders did

business at the markets accommodated in buildings

battered by the storm, which will not survive the next

major typhoon. Even though the international

community helped the Philippines with emergencyaid,

the villages and towns on Leyte and Samar simply

cannot afford to rebuild and finance robust and durable

infrastructure.

Developingand financing future-proof infrastructure is

one of the core tasks of KfW Development Bank. This is

why KfW is supporting the most severely affected com-

munities in building their social and economic infra-

structure. "The measures and the projects that we fi-

nance must be built so securely that they can withstand

typhoons with the destructive power of Haiyan in the

future", says Jens Bessai, KfW team leader in Frank-

furt. To this end, the buildings must be erected on flood-

safe land. Owners therefore have to relocate, obtain

new land and re-construct their buildings.

Overall, KfW is providing a non-repayable financial con-

tribution of EUR 13 million. These funds are disbursed

by the development bank to applicants via its local part-

ner, the Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP). This state-

run bank is specialised in financing farmers and fisher-

men in the Philippines.W ithmore than 300 branches,

the LBP is very familiar with conditions in rural regions,

making it an ideal partner for KfW in order to gauge the
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