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Education 

Lifelong education for all 

This is one of the newly agreed upon Sustainable 

Development Goals of the international community 

in 2015. In order to improve the educational situa-

tion for people in developing and emerging coun-

tries, KfW, on behalf of the German Federal Minis-

try for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ), has been supporting education projects 

worldwide for over 40 years. These projects allow 

children to attend  primary and secondary school 

and further enable young adolescents to live a 

self-determined life through the access to voca-

tional training or university education. 

Context 

Despite considerable efforts by the world community, 

the Millennium Development Goals in the education 

sector were only partially reached. Data provided by 

UNESCO from 2016 show that 61 million children still 

do not have access to basic education. Especially con-

flict-ridden regions exhibit very low rates of school en-

rolment: 36 % of all “out of school” children are located 

in these areas (girls in particular). In Sub-Saharan Afri-

ca, merely 58 % of children finish primary school. This 

figure has not improved over the years. The invest-

ments made by KfW are reaching around 14 million 

children and adolescents. Since educational facilities 

and teaching materials can further be used by future 

generations of pupils and students, the number of bene-

ficiaries multiplies over the life cycle of the provided 

infrastructure. 

 

Aside of the sectoral focus on primary education, some 

projects are aimed at early childhood education and 

development. Since the brain at this age is still in de-

velopment, these projects are especially long-term ben-

eficial to children from socially disadvantaged families. 

The equally important secondary education is closing 

the gap to vocational training or university education. 

The upheavals and conflicts in Northern Africa and the 

Middle East demonstrate the importance of integrating 

young adolescents into the labour market and thereby 

increasing their prospects towards living a self-

determined life. 

 

KfW Development Bank is currently involved in 164 

projects of the above mentioned subsectors world-

wide. The projects are financed with a total volume of 

EUR 2.1 billion distributed over 42 countries. The 

target group consists predominantly of primary and 

secondary school pupils as well as children of pre-

school age and young adults. More than half of them 

live below the poverty line. KfW's most important 

goals in the education sector are to facilitate access to 

education for the targeted groups and to improve 

teaching quality. 

 

The KfW development approach 

In order to achieve the "Education for All" goal, KfW 

contributes to strengthening education systems in the 

partner countries. The Financial Cooperation (FC) funds 

Volume of current projects in the education sector 
Total volume: EUR 2,105.1 billion 
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in the area of basic education are used to finance the 

construction, the renovation and the equipment of 

schools . The construction measures are improving the 

learning environment for all children, but in particular for 

disadvantaged groups (girls, ethnic minorities, and disa-

bled children),allowing them an easier access to educa-

tion. KfW further promotes – in coordination with other 

donors – reforms of national education systems by par-

ticipating in sector-wide programmes. These are aimed 

at (a) facilitating access to schools, (b) quality improve-

ment of teaching staff and (c) enhancing the efficiency of 

education managements. In the sector of vocational 

training, KfW assists government institutions to con-

struct, renovate and equip training facilities. It also pro-

motes measures to improve management and training 

of teaching staff. Cooperation with the economy plays 

an important role herein. 

 

University and research projects create a young and 

highly qualified workforce for the labour market. Moreo-

ver, they raise a new generation of scientists and 

scholars capable to take on the issues of development. 

The project financing can be supply side as well as 

demand side oriented. Project activities include the 

expansion of educational infrastructure as well as the 

provision of teaching and learning materials. Additional-

ly, KfW supports project executing agencies in regards 

to the implementation of projects, which includes the 

elaboration of sustainable maintenance strategies. On 

the demand side, KfW finances scholarships for gifted, 

yet poor pupils to enable them to attend a school. An-

other instrument is the financing of trainings for em-

ployees of small businesses of the informal sector. KfW 

further provides scholarships or loans for students who 

could otherwise not afford to attend university. 

 

Mali – mobile schools for nomadic children 

 

For centuries, the life of traditional nomadic people 

in Mali such as the Fulbe, Tuareg, Mauren, and 

Bellah has been determined by the rhythm of the 

seasons. They travel from place to place to ensure 

that their livestock has always enough water and 

grazing land. Since their children are accompany-

ing them, they are not able to attend a regular 

school. For this reason, the rate of illiteracy among 

nomadic peoples is high. To ensure that the chil-

dren of nomadic desert people learn how to do 

math, write and read, mobile schools were set up 

in the Mopti and Ségou regions of Mali. 

 

Unlike traditional schools, the "mobile schools" do 

not reside at a set location. Teachers and class-

rooms follow the families on their journeys through 

the remote desert region. Thus, mobile schools 

are not made of fixed mud bricks but rather of a 

framework of willow or strong branches, which are 

covered on the sides and the roof with straw, can-

vas and animal skins. The schools can be set up 

and taken down for transport at any time. This 

way, the mobile schools perfectly adapt to the lives 

of nomadic people. Especially girls are profiting 

from mobile schools. Their rate of enrolment has 

increased significantly. 

 

KfW Development Bank has been financing mobile 

schools in collaboration with the organisation 

"Welthungerhilfe" and local NGOs between 2011 

and 2015. 

 

 

  
 

 

School on the move: learning in the nomadic rhythm of traditional 
nomadic people. Source: Welthungerhilfe 

 


