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agreement on the least binding and lowest
common denominator or even failure.

2015: A pivotal year for international
cooperation

The main obstacles to both an agreement
within the individual initiatives and close
coordination between them are currently (i)
the principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR) and (ii) the levels of
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commitment involved. The G77 countries and
China construe the CBDR principle to mean
that industrialised countries are required to
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Close links between the various processes
International negotiations show a number of
different interdependencies. Clearly, a new
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Prospects for a strong integration of
processes

exempt. On the other hand, the OECD
member countries in particular insist that there
are now more than just two groups of
countries in the world, and the up-and-coming
economic powers should play more of a part.
This difference of opinion is hindering the
discussion regarding the Post-2015 Agenda
and the creation of a new framework for the
financing of sustainable development. It has
long been a sticking point for climate talks.
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The future climate treaty will be legally
binding, while the SDGs for example are only
politically binding and therefore do not entail

implemented without giving consideration to
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In addition to the mobilisation of private funds,

political arguments for keeping the various
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Negotiations on the four processes are likely
to continue running in parallel for political
reasons. This would at least allow the
international community to quickly come to
agreements in those areas where there is
enough of a

consensus. Hopefully, the

processes are at least integrated enough to
ultimately

produce

system.■
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