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Innovations in Developing and Emerging
Countries

The supply of innovative solutions to
poverty-related problems remains low
Despite the positive trend, in many areas
there is still a lack of innovations that
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specifically address the needs of poor groups.
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For instance, there is often still a lack of
development of affordable medicines and
diagnostic procedures for neglected, poverty
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However, since the prospects of profit are thin
and the risks usually high, the incentive for
researchers and the private sector to invest in
identifying solutions to the specific problems
of poor groups is little. This ‘innovation gap’ is
being

filled

sporadically by development

actors or social enterprises that are more
interested in reducing poverty than in potential
profit. Their idea factories manufacture propoor innovations such as mosquito nets
impregnated with insecticides to prevent
malaria, or low-cost irrigation pumps that
enable

farmers

to

practice

agriculture

profitably.
Innovations require expertise and finance
This brief overview demonstrates that the
origin and range of innovations can vary
widely. Whether innovations are incremental,
radical or pro-poor, they are all important
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